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MidYIS 2008 - FOURTH FORM TO GCSE
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MidYIS is a form of benchmarked national testing of pupils aged 13, used to predict 
GCSE grades. The chart below shows the ‘value added’ between national expectations 
for individual pupils, and achievement at Merchiston. We feel that the value we add is 
remarkable; most departments are improving by a full grade on the predictions made 
based on the individual’s measured potential.

81% of all papers taken gained A*-B grades

No.
Sitting

%
A*-B

%
A* - C

Av
Points

2004 59 79 97 57.6

2005 70 78 97 60.4

2006 51 81 98 60.9

2007 60 84 98 56

2008 61 81 97 52.8

Running
Average 60 81 97 58

GCSE Results 2008
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17 boys gained at least 

7 A* and A grades

3 pupils gained 
straight A* grades



Similar to MidYIS, ALIS predicts the A Level results a pupil is likely to achieve, this time 
based on his performance at GCSE. Given our excellent GCSE results, it is very impressive 
that we continue to add value at A Level. 

Outstanding 82% of A Levels awarded A-B grades

A Level Results 2008
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15 boys gained at 
least 3 A grades

No.  
Sitting

% 
A-B

% 
Pass

Av 
Points

2004 40 70 100 335.5

2005 59 78 100 377.3

2006 57 77 99 332.0

2007 68 79 100 362.0

2008 59 82 100 342.0

Running 
Average

57 77 100 350
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87% of boys gained entry to their first choice of University

HMC Boarding School for Boys aged 8 – 18 years_______________________________________________________________________________

Colinton Road, Edinburgh, EH13 0PU
Tel: +44 (0) 131 312 2201  Fax: +44 (0) 131 441 6060

Website: www.merchiston.co.uk  Email: admissions@merchiston.co.uk
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Leavers 2008: University Choices

Many of this year’s leavers will be taking up 
places at top UK universities – the destinations 
are shown on the right. Some of these pupils 
will be taking time away from their academic 
studies to experience living and working 
overseas as part of their GAP year. 

Their study at Merchiston prepares them well 
as they embark on their future study; we equip 
them not just with the results they require 
to follow their chosen path, but also with 
essential ‘life skills’.

Edinburgh University of Edinburgh (5) 
Heriot Watt University  (2) 
Napier University (4)

Newcastle

London

Leeds (4)

Cambridge (3)

Oxford (2)

Glasgow
University of Glasgow (2) 

Glasgow Caledonian (1)

Bath (1)

Warwick (1)

Sheffield (1)

St Andrews (2)

University Destinations 2008

University of Wales (1)

Loughborough (4)

Aberdeen (9)

University of Newcastle (4) 
Northumbria University (1)

Imperial College (3)
University College London (1)
City University London (1)
London South Bank University (1)

Dundee (1)

Manchester (1)

Nottingham (1)

Southampton (1)

Cumbria (1)
York (1)

Dublin (1)
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In addition, one boy has gone on to study at the Chinese University of Hong Kong



GCSE Results 2008

From The Headmaster...
At Merchiston we are all delighted with 
these academic results: not only are 
they excellent collective results, but to 
us they tell the story of each individual 
young man – they are the result of his 
hard work, and the passport to the next 
stage in his life.

The roots of these results started many 
years ago, and the foundations of the 
results of the future are currently being 
laid, starting with our youngest boys, 
aged 8 in J4. Dedicated teaching staff, 
small class sizes and a motivating, single-
sex learning environment ensure that 
each boy can reach his potential. And we 
must remember that for some a set of B 
and C grades at GCSE level is just as huge 
an achievement as 4 As and entry to 
Oxford University for another. 

Subject Number of 
Candidates A* A B C D E Fail Pass Rate 

A*-C

Art 15 7% 53% 33% 7% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Biology 50 22% 44% 22% 10% 2% 0% 0% 98%

Chemistry 61 28% 30% 18% 20% 3% 2% 0% 95%

Chinese 5 80% 20% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Design & Technology 18 28% 50% 11% 11% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Electronics 14 21% 57% 21% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

English 62 6% 29% 50% 11% 2% 2% 0% 97%

English Literature 41 17% 24% 32% 22% 5% 0% 0% 95%

French 28 14% 18% 25% 39% 0% 4% 0% 96%

Geography 27 26% 33% 26% 15% 0% 0% 0% 100%

German 11 18% 9% 18% 45% 9% 0% 0% 91%

Greek 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

History 39 18% 31% 33% 13% 5% 0% 0% 95%

Latin 5 60% 40% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Mathematics 61 21% 26% 26% 26% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Music 11 18% 36% 18% 27% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Physics 44 27% 36% 27% 7% 2% 0% 0% 98%

Physical Education 16 0% 63% 25% 13% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Russian 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Spanish 19 16% 16% 11% 42% 16% 0% 0% 84%



A Level Results 2008

A career at Merchiston encapsulates so 
much: the sporting, musical and cultural 
opportunities, as well as leadership skills, 
service and preparation for life.  Crucially 
though, boys must focus on their 
academic studies, and that focus leads to 
the very impressive results reported here.

I hope you find this to be a useful 
leaflet: please do contact the School if 
you would like to chat more about the 
results, or how we could help your son 
to achieve his goals here at Merchiston.

Subject
Number of 
Candidates

A B C D E Fail
Pass Rate 

A-E

Art 6.5 46% 54% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Biology 12.5 28% 64% 8% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Classical Civilisation 2.5 40% 60% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Chemistry 24 38% 40% 17% 6% 0% 0% 100%

Chinese 6 50% 50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Product Design 7.5 27% 20% 40% 13% 0% 0% 100%

Electronics 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

English Literature 20.5 49% 44% 7% 0% 0% 0% 100%

French 1.5 33% 67% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Further Maths 6.5 62% 38% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Geography 10 30% 40% 30% 0% 0% 0% 100%

German 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

History 19.5 26% 36% 13% 26% 0% 0% 100%

Information Technology 2.5 0% 60% 40% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Mathematics 20.5 56% 34% 10% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Physics 20 60% 15% 20% 5% 0% 0% 100%

Physical Education 1.5 67% 33% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Religious Studies 1.5 67% 33% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Russian 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Spanish 1 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

(including AS results achieved in 2007)



AS Results 2008
“Looking back at my experiences (at 
Merchiston) I would like to attest that I 
believe your philosophy and the school’s 
endeavors to make us re-trainable and 
ready for the real world truly have come 
to fruition. As a newly hired associate 
for KPMG in Philadelphia I believe every 
single one of the lessons I learned at 
Merchiston has served me well.”

2003 Leaver writing to the  
Headmaster in August 2007

“At Merchiston there is still  
academic excellence”

Financial Times

“My wife and I would like to express our 
thanks to Merchiston, you, and all the 
staff for the outstanding GCSE results 
for our son. We knew from his quiet and 
methodical industry during holidays that 
he was preparing well for the exams - but 
to get 9 A Stars was really rewarding for 
him and demonstrates the strength of 
the teaching at the school.”

Parent of 2007 GCSE pupil 
writing to the Headmaster

Higher & AS Programme Results 2008
These results are for a small number of our boys who follow a mixed curriculum, 
studying AS subjects and Scottish Highers over the two years of the Sixth Form.

Subject
Number of 
Candidates

A B C D E Fail
Pass Rate 

A - E

Design & Technology AS 3 0% 33% 67% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Information Technology AS 4 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 100%

Physical Education AS 6 0% 33% 33% 33% 0% 0% 100%

Subject Number of 
Candidates A B C D E Fail Pass Rate 

A-E
Art 4 25% 50% 25% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Biology 16 13% 19% 44% 25% 0% 0% 100%
Classical Civilisation 3 33% 67% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Chemistry 23 43% 22% 22% 9% 4% 0% 100%
Chinese 9 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Design Technology 8 63% 25% 13% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Economics 14 21% 36% 29% 14% 0% 0% 100%
Electronics 6 50% 17% 33% 0% 0% 0% 100%
English Literature 22 27% 23% 23% 27% 0% 0% 100%
French 5 40% 20% 40% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Further Maths 15 80% 20% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Geography 17 41% 41% 6% 12% 0% 0% 100%
German 6 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Government & Politics 12 58% 25% 8% 8% 0% 0% 100%
History 25 28% 32% 20% 8% 12% 0% 100%
Information Technology 10 0% 30% 30% 10% 30% 0% 100%
Latin 2 0% 50% 50% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Mathematics 30 50% 17% 20% 10% 3% 0% 100%
Physics 25 32% 24% 20% 20% 4% 0% 100%
Russian 2 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
Spanish 6 50% 17% 33% 0% 0% 0% 100%



“There is something very special going on 
at Merchiston. On my recent visit I was 
aware of a real sense of purpose and a 
shared determination to always aim for 
excellence. Watching lessons in progress 
it was obvious that the staff were really 
engaging the boys and that all were 
sharing in a life long love of learning.”

Peter Sutton, Headmaster, 
Ardvreck Preparatory School

Leavers with Places at Oxford & Cambridge Universities

Academic Scholarships: Scholarships are available for candidates demonstrating academic excellence, or for particular achievement in Art, Music 

or Technology. The value of these Scholarships varies according to the performance of the candidate and to financial need. For further information 

contact Anne Rickard, admissions@merchiston.co.uk, +44 (0)131 312 2201 who will send you a Scholarships brochure and application form.

2008 	 James Arbuthnott, Natural Sciences - Downing College, Cambridge
2008 	 Sebastian Dunnett, Natural Sciences - Homerton College, Cambridge
2008 	 Angus Sinclair, Engineering - Queens’ College, Cambridge
2008 	 Haoyang Sun, Engineering Science - St Edmund Hall, Oxford
2008 	 Bo Zhao, Engineering Science - Magdalen College, Oxford
2007 	 Ka Ram Lee, Physics - St Edmund Hall, Oxford
2007 	 Edward McCaul, Engineering - Wadham College, Oxford
2007 	 Qi Yang, Natural Sciences - Trinity College, Cambridge
2007 	 Andrew Young, Law - Pembroke College, Cambridge
2006 	 Ken Cheung, Engineering Science - Wadham College, Oxford
2006 	 Maurice Cheung, Natural Sciences - Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge
2006 	 Hao Du, Natural Sciences - Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge
2006 	 John Ho, Engineering Science - St Edmund Hall, Oxford
2006 	 Fraser Johnston, Natural Sciences - Emmanuel College, Cambridge
2006 	 Elliot Ross, English - St John’s College, Cambridge
2006 	 Oliver Stephen, Literae Humaniores - St Benet’s Hall, Oxford

2006 	 Oliver Tomaszczyk, Modern Languages - Brasenose College, Oxford
2006 	 Danny Xiang, Engineering Science - Exeter College, Oxford
2005 	 Tsz Chun Wan, Natural Sciences - Downing College, Cambridge
2005 	 Richard Muckle, Chemistry - Merton College Oxford
2005 	 Christopher Young, Physics - Magdalen College, Oxford
2004 	 Richard Connell, English Language & Literature - Lincoln College, Oxford
2004 	 Johannes Noller, Physics & Philosophy - Balliol College, Oxford
2004 	 Gregory Ross, English Language & Literature - Trinity College, Oxford
2004 	 James Shaw Stewart, Natural Sciences - Pembroke College, Cambridge
2004 	 Philip Stephens, Physics - St John’s College, Oxford
2004 	 Vincent Zhang, Mathematics - Trinity College, Cambridge
2004 	 Kai Zhong, Engineering - Wadham College, Oxford

Harvard University
2004 	 Firth McEachern, Astronomy & Astrophysics - Harvard University
2003 	 Siddharth Suchde, Engineering - Harvard University

Subject
Number of 
Candidates

A B C D Fail
Pass Rate  

A - C

Higher Product Design 4 50% 50% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Higher Geography 3 33% 33% 33% 0% 0% 100%

Intermediate 2 Mathematics 1 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0%

Higher Mathematics 6 17% 33% 17% 0% 33% 67%

Higher Modern Studies 7 0% 43% 14% 29% 14% 57%

Intermediate 2 Spanish 1 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 100%


